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New Art Exhibition in Geneva

EVERYTHING SHE WORE IN A YEAR:
11,985 PHOTOS BECOME A MONUMENTAL LIFE-SIZED VIDEO
Nina Rodin -- neuroscientist turned artist -- blurs art and science to examine
the mundane and quirky micro-choices we make each day.

Following her December 2017 debut in New York at the National Arts Club, Nina Rodin presents
three complex and monumental works in her first Swiss solo show at Geneva’s Andata Ritorno
Gallery from March 1st to 16th.
‘The Clothes Project’
For a full year, Rodin took an identical self-portrait every time she changed an item of clothing -putting on a pair of socks or taking oﬀ her coat -- and everything in-between. The photos are looped
into a mesmerising 30-min, life-size video at 8 photos per second, creating a sped-up portrait of a
year in her life that is, in turns, both anxious and comical.
Rodin also produced a box set of 12 hand-annotated books which stretch out the act of getting
dressed and undressed to encyclopedic proportions. The photos are also shown as wallpaper that
reveal the repetitious nature of the activity.
An Anthropological Study of the Repetitive Act of Dressing
“Getting dressed is both utterly mundane and deeply personal. It’s also a form of expression and, as
such, hovers close to art”. Rodin’s interest in clothes started the heavily edited me-me-me record
keeping of Social media. She wondered about a form of diary keeping that could be entirely
objective. As such, this piece is very much an anthropological study.
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Technical Challenges of this Obsessive Visual Diary
The sheer scale of the project came as a surprise. Rodin had no idea that she would end up with
more photos than she could process on her own computers, or that the project would end up taking
nearly three years to complete. With scientific discipline acquired at Oxford and at the Brain
Research Institute in Zürich, she didn’t change a thing about her clothing decisions to make the
project easier.
To her, there is pleasure in completeness, peace in the repetitious routine. “I make my work out of
curiosity for the results more than with an audience in mind. I often work with a pseudo-scientific
protocol but without quite knowing where the work will take me -- that unknown is what keeps me
going. I can be quite stubborn, even bloody-minded, really. My work can seem detached, cold,
calculated but I am terribly passionate about it”.
About the Brain, Individuality and Consumerism
“Categories of Near-Infinite Permutations” refers to the vast number of micro-choices each of us
makes every day. Rodin’s favourite fact about the brain is that the number of possible states-of-mind
of the human brain exceeds the number of elementary particles in the universe. The other large scale
works in the exhibition explore origami paper patterns, trains of thought through drawing and the
myriad painterly marks found in art studios.
But the clothes project is an exercise in detailed self-analysis that feels incredibly intimate as it
includes states of dress that no-one would normally see her in: “I included days where I could barely
be bothered to get out of my pajamas as well as those when I tried on three pairs of shoes and three
dresses before going out for a special evening. It’s all here.”
The project brings out graphically our hyper-consumption of clothes. We consume many more
clothes in a year than previous generations did in a lifetime and the near-disposable nature of our
purchases has serious implications for our planet.
About Nina Rodin and the Four Trelex Residencies
Nina Rodin has a degree in theoretical physics / astrophysics from Imperial College in London, a PhD
in neurophysiology from Oxford University and two degrees in Painting, graduating in 2011 from the
Slade School of Art in London. She worked at the Brain Research Institute in Zürich until 2001.
Shortly after moving to the tiny village of Trélex in Vaud, Switzerland in 2011, she founded the Trélex
Residency, which has now expanded to include Istanbul, Paris and in the Peruvian Amazon.
Nina is fluent in French, English and Danish and German. She has lectured at universities in London,
Portugal and Switzerland and in the context of the Young Global Leaders forum at the World
Economic Conference.
To view interview about the Clothes Project, click here.
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